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ized and requested the President to des-
ignate May 15 of each year as ‘‘Peace Officers
Memorial Day’’ and the week in which it falls
as ‘‘Police Week,’’ and, by Public Law 103–
322 (36 U.S.C. 175), has directed that the
flag be flown at half-staff on Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 1997, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and May 11 through
May 17, 1997, as Police Week. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
these occasions with appropriate ceremonies,
programs, and activities. I also request the
Governors of the United States and of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as
the appropriate officials of all units of govern-
ment, to direct that the flag be flown at half-
staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day on all
buildings, grounds, and naval vessels
throughout the United States and all areas
under its jurisdiction and control. I also invite
all Americans to display the flag at half-staff
from their homes on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this Seventh day of May, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
seven, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:47 a.m., May 9, 1997]

NOTE This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 8, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 12.

Remarks at the Welcoming
Ceremony at the Central American
Summit in San Jose, Costa Rica
May 8, 1997

Thank you very much. President Figueres,
thank you for bringing us all together. And
to my fellow leaders from Central America
and the Dominican Republic, thank you for
coming. To all of you, to our distinguished
guests, to all Ticos and all the people of
Central America, let me say, Es realmente
un nuevo dia.

Less than a decade ago, much of the
Americas was still dominated by civil war, re-
pression, and hopeless poverty. Today, we
celebrate the advance of peace, growing
prosperity, and freedom across our hemi-
sphere. And we honor the remarkable men
and women of Central America who helped
to lead the way.

When the history of our region and our
time is written, it will record your courage
and your strength in ending four decades of
conflict, braving the threat of bombs and bul-
lets to cast ballots, embracing the challenge
of economic reform, and opening the door
to a new era of partnership among all our
nations.

President Figueres, in that epic struggle,
Costa Rica, this nation of brothers, has been
a wise leader and set a powerful example.
Waging peace as tenaciously as others have
waged war, Costa Rica has shown that a
country does not need an army to be strong.
We thank Costa Rica and its leaders for
building a vibrant democracy that takes care
of its citizens and shoulders its responsibil-
ities in the world.

Three years ago, our hemisphere’s 34 de-
mocracies met in Miami at the historic Sum-
mit of the Americas to secure the hard-won
gains our nations have made and to make
them work for all our people. Today in San
Jose, in the first summit between the leaders
of the United States, Central America, and
the Dominican Republic in almost three dec-
ades, we stand before you united in our
course determined to advance together to
help the daily lives of our people in better
jobs, safer streets, cleaner air, brighter hopes
for our children and their future.

We are here to help our economies grow
and to grow closer by opening our markets,
protecting our workers, and sharing more
fairly the benefits of prosperity. We are here
to give all our people the tools to succeed
in the global economy by making good edu-
cation the birthright of every citizen of every
country here.

We are here to strengthen our democ-
racies by standing against the criminals, the
drug traffickers, the smugglers who exploit
open borders to threaten open societies, and
we are here to protect our future by launch-
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ing new efforts to prevent pollution and pro-
tect our precious natural environment.

When President Kennedy came to Costa
Rica more than three decades ago, he said,
‘‘Every generation of the Americas has
shaped new goals for democracy to suit the
demands of a new age. Our generation must
meet that challenge, and we must do it to-
gether. We know that we must not be just
neighbors but real partners, working together
in a spirit of friendship, equality, and mutual
respect.’’

My fellow citizens of the Americas, that
is the partnership we have come here to
build. Here in the heart of our hemisphere,
let us go forward into a bright new century
full of unlimited possibilities for our young,
knowing that to realize those possibilities, we
must go forward together.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. at the
National Theater Plaza. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the following Summit of Central Amer-
ica participants: President Jose Maria Figueres of
Costa Rica; Prime Minister Manuel Esquivel of
Belize; President Leonel Fernandez of the Do-
minican Republic; President Alvaro Arzu of Gua-
temala; President Carlos Roberto Reina of Hon-
duras; President Arnoldo Aleman of Nicaragua;
and President Armando Calderon of El Salvador.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With Central American Leaders in
San Jose
May 8, 1997

President Figueres. Good afternoon,
friends. I wish to express on behalf of the
heads of states and of government of Central
America and the Dominican Republic how
pleased we are with the results of the extraor-
dinary work session we have had this morn-
ing with President Clinton. It has been a very
sincere dialog, a very realistic dialog, a very
human dialog, and especially, a very friendly
dialog.

I would like to share with you four main
conclusions which are the outcome of our
discussions and which are reflected in the
joint declaration which we have just signed.
First of all, we’ve inaugurated a new phase,

a new stage in the relations among our coun-
tries. We attach a very special importance
to this alliance. It reflects a new visional
mood, a more optimistic one, a more mature
one, and a more propositional one. And it
also demonstrates the existence of a shared
agenda, the fundamental objective of which
is the well-being of our peoples through the
consolidation of economies which are more
and more open and integrated. And we have
ratified this will.

Secondly, we wish to emphasize the broth-
erly spirit, the friendship and the under-
standing which have prevailed in our discus-
sion of topics which we knew were sensitive
and complex. We have made a special effort
to reach agreements, to compromise and to
understand the realities which our Govern-
ments face. Beyond those realities, we found
a will to work together, and we have opened
areas for this dialog to continue and for our
collective action.

Third, we underlined the importance of
having maintained, as a constant concern of
this meeting, the social issues, the impor-
tance of which for Latin America and for our
region is more vital today than ever before.
We share a special concern with the more
needy, a concern which reflects solidarity,
not charity, as a means to generate opportu-
nities for productive employment and to en-
sure the dignified life which our peoples de-
mand.

I especially wish to recognize the contribu-
tion of women to the developing of economic
democracy and how urgent it is to guarantee
nondiscriminatory treatment for them in the
workplaces, in political life, and in social rela-
tions generally. All this should have a signifi-
cant impact in the improvement of the qual-
ity of life of the coming generations.

Finally, we wish to stress the significant
role which environmental issues continue to
have on our agenda. We have deepened and
expanded the scope of the joint declaration
of Central America and the United States,
CONCAUSA, and in doing so, we have
helped our region move even further forward
as one of those regions which are noted
throughout the world for their commitment
to the rational use and intelligent use of our
natural resources. In this regard, we can state
that the decisions we’ve adopted in this field
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